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0800-3-4-.01 DEFINITIONS. 
 

(1) Board. The Tennessee Elevator Safety Board described in T.C.A. §68-121-102 of the Elevator Safety 
Act. 

 
(2) Commissioner. The Commissioner of Labor and Workforce Development. 
 
(3) Department. The Tennessee Department of Labor and Workforce Development. 
 
(4) Elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, and other lift. Hoisting and lowering mechanisms as defined in 

Section 1.3 of the Elevator Safety Code.  
 
(5) New Installation. Any new installation of elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators, or other lifts as defined in 

Section 1.3 Definitions of the Elevator Safety Code for which the plans and specifications and the 
application for the construction permit are filed as required by T.C.A. §68-121-108.  

 
(6) Other Terms. All other terms used in this Chapter shall have the meaning as defined by Section 1.3 of 

the Elevator Safety Code, and Section 1.4 of the Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators. 
 
(7) The Elevator Safety Code. The Safety Code for Elevators and Escalators, ASME A17.1 - 2004, 

Seventeenth Edition, approved by the American National Standards Institute on January 14, 2004, 
effective as of October 31, 2004, with Addenda ASME A17.1a – 2005, approved by the American 
National Standards Institute on March 18, 2005, effective as of October 29, 2005, and the Supplement 
to ASME A17.1 - 2004, ASME A17.1S - 2005, approved by the American National Standards Institute 
on March 23, 2005, effective as of February 12, 2006, prepared and published by The American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, except as modified in subparagraphs (a) through (s) shall be 
considered a part of this Chapter. 

 
(a) The note in Requirement 2.11.1.3 Telephone as Alternative to Emergency Doors shall read as 

follows: Examples are pulp mills, grain elevators and dams; 
 
(b) Section 4.3 Hand Elevators is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(c) Section 5.2 Limited-Use/Limited-Application Elevators is deleted in its entirety 
 
(d) Section 5.3 Private Residence Elevators is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(e) Section 5.4 Private Residence Inclined Elevators is deleted in its entirety; 
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(Rule 0800-3-4-.01, continued) 
 

(f) Section 5.8 Shipboard Elevators is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(g) Section 5.9 Mine Elevators is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(h) Section 7.4 Material Lifts Without Automatic Transfer Devices is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(i) Section 7.5 Electric Material Lifts Without Automatic Transfer Devices is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(j) Section 7.6 Hydraulic Material Lifts Without Automatic Transfer Devices is deleted in its 

entirety; 
 
(k) Section 7.9 Electric Material Lifts With Automatic Transfer Devices is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(l) Section 7.10 Hydraulic Material Lifts With Automatic Transfer Devices is deleted in its 

entirety; 
 
(m) Section 7.11 Material Lifts With Obscured Transfer Devices is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(n) Requirement 8.6.7.2 Limited-Use/Limited-Application Elevators is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(o) Requirement 8.6.7.3 Private Residence Elevators is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(p) Requirement 8.6.7.4 Private Residence Inclined Elevators is deleted in its entirety; 
 
(q) Requirement 8.6.7.8 Shipboard Elevators is deleted in its entirety 
 
(r) Requirement 8.6.7.9 Mine Elevators is deleted in its entirety; and 
 
(s) Nonmandatory Appendix H Private Residence Elevator Guarding (5.3.1.6.2) is deleted in its 

entirety. 
 

(8) The Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators. ASME A17.3 - 1996, Fourth Edition, approved 
by the American National Standards Institute on October 3, 1996, effective as of August 21, 1997, 
prepared and published by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers shall be considered a part 
of this Chapter. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§68-121-101, 68-121-102, 68-121-103 and 68-121-108. Administrative History: Original rule 
certified June 10, 1974. Amendment filed September 19, 1974; effective October 19, 1974. Amendment filed March 
29, 1978; effective April 28, 1978. Amendment filed March 12, 1979; effective April 26, 1979. Amendment filed 
February 5, 1991; effective May 29, 1991. Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective November 28, 2000. 
Amendment filed December 13, 2001; effective April 30, 2002. Amendment filed July 17, 2006; effective November 
28, 2006. 
 
0800-3-4-.02 GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. 
 

(1) Application. The requirements of this Chapter shall apply to all installations of elevators, dumbwaiters, 
escalators, and other lifts as hereinafter specified. 

 
(2) Responsibility. Responsibility for the care, operation and maintenance of elevators, dumbwaiters, 

escalators, and other lifts shall be as follows: 
 

(a) The person or firm installing, relocating or altering an elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, or other 
lift shall be responsible for its operation and maintenance until the operating permit therefor has 
been issued by the Commissioner, except during the period when any limited operating permit, 
as defined in Rule 0800-3-4-.05(5) hereof, shall be in effect, and shall also be responsible for all 
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(Rule 0800-3-4-.02, continued) 
 

tests of new, relocated and altered equipment until the operating permit therefor has been issued 
by the Commissioner. 

 
(b) The owner or his duly appointed agent shall be responsible for the safe operation and proper 

maintenance of the elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, or other lift, after the operating permit has 
been issued by the Commissioner and also during the period of effectiveness of any limited 
operating permit as defined in Rule 0800-3-4-.05(5) hereof. The Owner shall also be responsible 
for making all initial and periodic tests required by this Chapter. 

 
(3) Exceptions And Use Of Other Devices And Methods. The Board only shall have power to grant 

exceptions from the requirements of this Chapter and to permit the use of other devices and methods at 
its discretion, within the limitations stated in the Elevator Safety Code. 

 
(4) Numbering of Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators and Other Lifts. All new and existing elevators, 

dumbwaiters, escalators, and other lifts shall have a serial number assigned by the Department stamped 
on or attached to the crosshead of the elevator car and/or to the escalator ballaster in plain view. This 
serial number shall be shown on all required permits.  

 
(5) Construction Permits. 

 
(a) A construction permit shall be obtained from the Department before erecting or constructing 

new elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators, and other lifts, moving such apparatus from one 
hoistway to another, or before making alterations to existing equipment. The owner, or his 
authorized agent, shall submit an application for such permit accompanied by plans and 
specifications in duplicate, in such form as the Department may prescribe. Where such plans 
and specifications indicate compliance with this Chapter the Commissioner shall issue a 
construction permit. 

 
(b) The acceptance fees are to be the same as the permit fees. No permit shall be required for 

repairs and replacements normally necessary for maintenance with parts of equivalent materials, 
strength and design. 

 
(6) Registration of Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators and Other Lifts. 

 
(a) Within sixty days after the date of adoption of this Chapter, the owner or lessee of every 

existing elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, and other lift shall register with the Department of 
Labor and Workforce Development each such elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, or other lift 
owned and operated by such owner, giving type, contract load, and speed, name of 
manufacturer, its location and the purpose for which it is used and such other information as the 
Department may require. Such registration shall be made on a form to be furnished by the 
Department of Labor and Workforce Development on request. 

 
(b) Elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators, and other lifts whose erection is begun subsequent to the 

date of adoption, but prior to the effective date of this Chapter, shall be registered with the 
Department within not more than seven (7) days after they are completed and placed in service. 

 
(7) Maintenance of Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators and Other Lifts. Every elevator, dumbwaiter, 

escalator, and other lift shall be maintained by the owner or lessee in a safe operating condition and in 
conformity with the rules of this Chapter.  

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§4-5-202(a)(3), 68-121-101, 68-121-103, 68-121-104, 68-121-105, 68-121-107, 68-121-108, 68-
121-109, 68-121-111, and 68-121-115. Administrative History: Original rule certified June 10, 1974. Amendment 
filed June 21, 1976; effective September 13, 1976. Amendment filed March 29, 1978; effective April 28, 1978. 
Amendment filed February 5, 1991; effective May 29, 1991. Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective November 28, 
2000. 
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0800-3-4-.03 DESIGN, INSTALLATION, AND ALTERATIONS.
 

(1) New Installations and Relocations. 
 

(a) All new installations and relocations of elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators and other lifts shall 
be designed and installed in accordance with the requirements of The Elevator Safety Code. The 
design of each new installation or relocation shall be in accordance with the edition of The 
Elevator Safety Code adopted by the Board and effective as of the date that such design plan is 
approved by the Board. 

 
(b) New installations and relocations failing to meet the requirements, as set out in the Elevator 

Safety Code, shall only be altered pursuant to exceptions granted by the Board. All requests for 
exceptions shall be submitted to the Board in writing no later than 30 days prior to the next 
regularly scheduled or called meeting of the Board. All duly filed requests for exceptions shall 
be considered by the Board at the next regularly scheduled or called meeting of the Board. 

 
(2) Existing Installations. 

 
(a)  Existing elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators, and other lifts at a minimum shall meet the 

requirements of the Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators, ASME A17. .3 - 1996, 
Fourth Edition as defined by paragraph (8) of Rule 0800-3-4-.01 except as modified herein. 
Rule 211.3 Firefighters’ Service - Automatic Elevators shall read as follows: All automatic 
(nondesignated attendant) operation elevators installed after 1960 having a travel of 70 feet or 
more above or below the designated level shall conform to the requirements of this Rule. See 
ASME A17.1 - 1987, Appendix C, Rules 211.3 - 211.8. If an existing installation installed after 
1960 does not meet the requirements of the Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators, 
as modified, it shall be upgraded. If an existing installation was required to meet more stringent 
requirements, it shall continue to meet those requirements. Every installation shall be 
maintained in a safe operating condition and shall be subject to inspections and tests specified in 
this Chapter. 

 
(b) All modifications as required to comply with subparagraph (a) of paragraph (2) shall be initiated 

as soon as possible, and shall be completed no later than June 30, 2010. 
 

(3) Alteration of Existing Installations. 
 

(a) Any alteration made to existing installations shall meet the requirements as set out in the Safety 
Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators as modified by subparagraph (a) of paragraph (2), or 
must be altered in accordance with exceptions granted by the Board. All requests for exceptions 
shall be submitted to the Board in writing no later than thirty (30) days prior to the next 
regularly scheduled or called meeting of the Board. All duly filed requests for exceptions shall 
be considered by the Board at the next regularly scheduled or called meeting of the Board. All 
modifications as required to comply with this subparagraph shall be subject to the initiation 
period stated in subparagraph (b) of paragraph (2) of this rule. 

 
(b) A permit is required for the replacement elevator controllers and driving machines requiring the 

replaced components to meet as a minimum ASME A17.3 - 1996 or the code under which it 
was originally inspected. If speed, stop, rise, or capacity is changed, this would require a permit 
and be inspected under ASME A17.1. 

 
(c) Other combinations of elevator replacement and repair of existing installations shall be 

considered a minor alteration, and shall at all times comply with Part 8, General Requirements 
of the Elevator Safety Code. If the contractor or owner determines that an inspection of a minor 
alteration pursuant to Rule 0800-3-4-.04 of this Chapter is appropriate, the contractor or owner 
shall direct such request for inspection to the local state elevator inspector, and pay the 
applicable fee provided in Rule 0800-3-10-.01. 
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(Rule 0800-3-4-.03, continued) 
 
 

(4) Repairs and Replacements. Repairs and replacements of damaged, broken, or worn parts shall conform 
to Requirement 8.6 Maintenance, Repair and Replacement of the Elevator Safety Code. 

 
Authority:  T.C.A. § 68-121-103(a)(4).  Administrative History: Original rule certified June 10, 1974. Amendment 
filed March 29, 1978; effective April 28, 1978. Amendment filed February 5, 1991; effective May 29, 1991. 
Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective November 28, 2000. Amendment filed December 13, 2001; effective April 
30, 2002. Amendment filed May 7, 2004; effective September 28, 2004 Amendment filed July 17, 2006; effective 
November 28, 2006. Amendment filed July 17, 2006; effective November 28, 2006. Amendment filed February 27, 
2007; effective June 28, 2007.
 
0800-3-4-.04 INSPECTION AND TESTS. 
 

(1) New, Relocated or Altered Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators, and Other Lifts. 
 

(a) Acceptance Tests. The person or firm installing, relocating or altering elevators, dumbwaiters, 
escalators or other lifts shall notify the Department in writing at least seven (7) days before 
completion of the work and shall subject the new, moved, or altered portions of the equipment 
to the tests specified in Section 8.10 Acceptance Inspections and Tests of the Elevator Safety 
Code insofar as the equipment mentioned therein is required or provided, to show that such 
equipment conforms to the requirements specified.  

 
(b) Acceptance Inspection. All new, altered and relocated elevators, dumbwaiters, escalators and 

other lifts shall be inspected for compliance with the requirements of this Chapter. Such 
inspections shall conform to the requirements in Section 8.10 Acceptance Inspections and Tests 
of the Elevator Safety Code to determine whether such equipment conforms to the requirements 
specified.  

 
(c) The inspections required by this Rule shall be made by an inspector licensed and employed by 

the State of Tennessee who shall also witness the tests specified in this Rule. 
 

(d) The person or firm installing such elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, or other lift shall pay to the 
Department an acceptance inspection fee, as provided for in Rule 0800-3-10-.01 Fees. 

 
(2) Periodic Inspections and Tests of All Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators, and Other Lifts. 

 
(a) The owner or lessee of every elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, and other lift shall cause it to be 

inspected and tested every sixth calendar month following the month in which the inspection 
and test required by Rules 0800-3-4-.04(l) has been made. 

 
(b) Periodic inspections and tests shall conform to the requirements of the Elevator Safety Code. 

 
(3) Required Inspections. The inspections required by paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Rule shall be 

“required inspections.” 
 

(4) Report of Inspections. 
 

(a) A report of every required inspection shall be filed with the Department by the inspector making 
such inspection on a form approved by the Department, within twenty (20) days after the 
inspection or test has been completed. The report of the inspections required by subdivisions (1) 
and (2) of this Rule shall include all information required by the Department to determine 
whether the owner or lessee of the elevator or escalator has complied with the applicable 
requirements of this Chapter. 
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(Rule 0800-3-4-.04, continued) 
 

(b) For the inspection required by subdivision (1) of this Rule the report shall in addition indicate 
whether the elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, or other lift has been installed in accordance with 
the construction permit issued by the Department under Rule 0800-3-4-.02(5) of this Chapter 
and meets the requirements of the applicable rules of the Elevator Safety Code. 

 
(5) Additional Inspections. In addition to such “required inspections” the Commissioner may designate a 

licensed inspector in the employ of the State to make such additional inspections as may be required to 
enforce the provisions of this Chapter. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§68-121-103 and 68-19-106. Administrative History: Original rule certified June 10, 1974. 
Amendment filed September 19, 1974; effective October 19, 1974. Amendment filed June 21, 1976; effective 
September 13, 1976. Amendment filed March 29, 1978; effective April 28, 1978. Amendment filed February 5, 1991; 
effective May 29, 1991. Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective November 28, 2000 amendment filed July 17, 
2006; effective November 28, 2006. 
 
0800-3-4-.05 OPERATING PERMITS. 
 

(1) Issuing of Permits. 
 

(a) Operating permits shall be issued by the Commissioner, within the time limits hereafter 
specified, to the owner or lessee of every new elevator, dumbwaiter and escalator, and of every 
existing elevator and escalator, where the inspection report indicates compliance with this 
Chapter, provided that no permit shall be issued if the fees required by this Chapter have not 
been paid. Said time limits shall be thirty (30) days for existing elevators and escalators, and 
seven (7) days for new elevators, dumbwaiters and escalators, after the required date for filing 
the inspection report required by Rule 0800-3-4-.04(4), unless such time is extended by the 
Commissioner. No elevator, dumbwaiter or escalator, for which such permit is required, shall be 
operated by the owner or lessee thereof after the dates specified in this subparagraph, unless 
such operating permit has been issued. 

 
(b) The operating permit shall be issued for the period covered by the inspection required by Rules 

0800-3-4.04(1) and 0800-3-4-.04(2) and shall state the contract load and speed for such 
elevator, dumbwaiter or escalator. It shall be extended by endorsement of the Commissioner or 
his duly appointed agent after each periodic inspection required by Rule 0800-3-4-.04(3). 

 
(c) If the inspection report, required by Rule 0800-3-4-.04(4) indicates failure of compliance with 

the applicable requirements of this Chapter or with the detailed plans and specifications 
approved by the Department under Rule 0800-3-4-.02(5), the Commissioner shall give notice to 
the owner or lessee or the person or persons filing such plans and specifications of changes 
necessary for compliance therewith. After such changes have been made, the Commissioner 
shall issue an operating permit. 

 
(d) If the inspection report, required by Rule 0800-3-4-.04(4) indicates that an elevator or escalator 

is in an unsafe condition, so that its continued operation may be dangerous to the public safety, 
then the Commissioner may, at his discretion, require the owner or lessee to discontinue the use 
of such elevator or escalator until it has been made safe and in conformity with the requirements 
of this Chapter. 

 
(e) If the Commissioner has reason to believe that any owner or lessee to whom an operating permit 

has been issued is not complying with the applicable rules of this Chapter, he shall so notify 
such owner or lessee, and shall give notice of the date, time, and location for a hearing hereon to 
such owner or lessee. If, after such hearing, he shall find that such owner or lessee is not 
complying with such rules and regulations, he shall revoke such permit. 
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(Rule 0800-3-4-.05, continued) 
 

(2) Serial Number Shown on Permits. Permits shall show the serial number of the elevator, dumbwaiter, 
escalator, or other lift for which they are issued, as required in Rule 0800-3-4-.02(4), Numbering of 
Elevators, Dumbwaiters, Escalators and Other Lifts. 

(3) Posting of Permits. The required permit, or a sign designating where such permit is located, shall be 
posted in a conspicuous location in the elevator car, or on or near the escalator, dumbwaiter, or other 
lift. 

 
(4) Temporary Permit. The Commissioner or his duly appointed agent may permit the temporary use of 

any elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, or other lift for freight service during its installation under the 
authority of a temporary permit for each class of service. In the case of elevators, such temporary 
permit shall not be issued until the elevator shall have been tested under the contract load, and the car 
safety and terminal stopping equipment have been tested to determine the safety of the equipment. 

 
(5) Life of Temporary Permit. Temporary permits shall be issued for a period not to exceed thirty (30) 

days and may be renewed at the discretion of the Commissioner or his duly appointed agent. 
 

(6) Posting of Temporary Permits. Where a temporary permit is issued, a notice bearing the information 
that the equipment has not been finally approved shall be conspicuously posted on, near, or visible 
from each entrance to such elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator, or other lift. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§4-5-202(a)(3), 68-121-101, 68-121-103, 68-121-104, 68-121-105, 68-121-107, 68-121-108, 68-
121-109, 68-121-111, and 68-121-115. Administrative History: Original rule certified June 10, 1974. Amendment 
filed February 5, 1991; effective May 29, 1991. Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective November 28, 2000. 
Amendment filed May 7, 2004; effective September 28, 2004.
 
0800-3-4-.06 QUALIFICATIONS AND LICENSING OF INSPECTORS.
 

(1) All required inspections made under the requirements of this Chapter shall be made by, or in the 
presence of inspectors qualified and licensed as prescribed in T.C.A. §68-121-110. 

 
(2) Inspectors that are qualified and licensed as prescribed in T.C.A. §68-121-110 shall obtain certification 

in accordance with Requirement 8.10.1.1.3 of the Elevator Safety Code as soon as possible, but no 
later than twelve (12) months from the date of qualification and licensing under T.C.A. §68-121-110. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§68-121-103 and 68-121-110. Administrative History: Original rule certified June 10, 1974.  
Amendment filed February 5, 1991; effective May 29, 1991. Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective November 28, 
2000. Amendment filed July 10, 2003; effective November 28, 2003. Amendment filed July 17, 2006; effective 
November 28, 2006.  
 
0800-3-4-.07 ELEVATORS, DUMBWAITERS, ESCALATOR, AND OTHER LIFTS ACCIDENTS. 
 

(1) The owner or his duly authorized agent shall immediately notify the Commissioner of each and every 
elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator or other lift accident involving a person requiring the service of a 
physician, or damage to the elevator, dumbwaiter, escalator or other lift equipment that impairs the 
safe operation of such equipment, as required by the Elevator Safety Code, and shall afford the 
Commissioner every facility for investigating and inspecting such accident or damage. The 
Commissioner shall, without delay, after being notified, make an investigation and shall have placed 
on file a full and complete report of such accident. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§4-5-202(a)(3) and 68-121-103(a)(4). Administrative History: Original rule certified June 10, 
1974. Amendment filed February 5, 1991; effective May 29, 1991. Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective 
November 28, 2000. 
 
0800-3-4-.08 APPEALS. Appeals from Orders or Acts of the Commissioner in the enforcement of the rules of 
this Chapter shall be made as required by T.C.A. §68-121-112 of the Elevator Safety Law. 
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(Rule 0800-3-4-.08, continued) 
 
 
Authority: T.C.A. §§4-5-202(a), 68-121-101, 68-121-103, 68-121-104, 68-121-105, 68-121-106, 68-121-107, 68-
121-108, 68-121-109, 68-121-111, 68-121-112, and 68-121-115. Administrative History: Original rule certified 
June 10, 1974. Amendment filed February 5, 1991; effective May 29, 1991. Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective 
November 28, 2000. 
 
0800-3-4-.09 SPECIFICATIONS FOR TESTS AND INSPECTIONS.  
 

(1) The guide for making the inspections and tests shall be the Guide for Inspection of Elevators, 
Escalators, and Moving Walks, ASME A17.2 – 2004, Second Edition, approved by the American 
National Standards Institute on July 22, 2004, effective as of March 31, 2005, prepared and published 
by The American Society of Mechanical Engineers. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§68-121-103 and 68-121-106. Administrative History: Original rule certified June 10, 1974. 
Amendment filed February 5, 1991; effective May 29, 1991. Amendment filed July 24, 2000; effective November 28, 
2000. Amendment filed July 17, 2006; effective November 28, 2006. 
 
0800-3-4-.10 ADOPTION OF ELEVATOR SAFETY CODE AMENDMENTS AND INTERPRETATIONS. 
The Board shall annually review and may adopt by rule the existing published codification of the Safety Code for 
Elevators and Escalators, ASME A17.1, with the amendments and interpretations thereto made and approved by the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers. The Board shall likewise annually review and may adopt by rule the 
amendments and interpretations subsequently made and published by the same authority pursuant to such annual 
review. When so adopted, said existing published codification and the amendments and interpretations thereto shall 
be deemed incorporated into, and to constitute a part of the whole of the definitions, rules and regulations of the 
Board. 

 
Authority: T.C.A. §§4-5-202(a)(3) and 68-121-103 (a)(4). Administrative History: Original rule filed July 24, 
2000; effective November 28, 2000. 
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